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As the patronage ofan enlightened and generous public is now 
| policited in behalf of this work, it is but reasonabre that’ a tore 
full and explicit enunciation of ite design should be given, thaw . 
that which is contained 10 the prgspectus. 7 
The great object of the society under whose patronage it ape 
pears, and of the editor who has the immediate direction of ‘ite 
courses is-toaid, so far as they may have it in their power, the 
cause of suffering humanity. . 
They would never forget the important and interesting fact 
» @nnounced by the pen of inspiration that “ God has made of one 
:| blood. allthe nations that dwell upon the earth.” Under a con- 
viction of the verity of this declaration, they are constrained ° to 
—regard-all men as their brethren, members of the same great 
family, and consequently as having a legitimate claim on their 
sympathies and on their benevolence. But they have not so far 
forgotten the duties they owe to that civil society of which they 
are meinbers, as to violate any of its claimsin the exercise of — 
their charities. They regard ** the powers that be as ordained of 
God”’ and therefore feel a disposition to render unto them all due 
subjection. 

This declaration may be necessary in order to allay the sppre- 
hensions of some timerous persons, who suppose that the object of 
the Abolition Society is to rob them of their property (their 
Slaves) either by force or intrigue. Such persons are surely not 
aware that the possession of their property, is secured to them by 
the constitution of this Commonwealth; and that no law can be 
enacted to bring about even a gradual emancipation, without first 
calling a convention and revising the constitution. 


All therefore that the society can hope (o effect is, to meliorate, 


as they may have opportunity the situation of free people of colou:, 


by giving them proper sid and encouragement in the discharge of 
~the great duties of morality and religion—to defendthe rights of 
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those who are legally free, bit are likely to be still kept in handled 
and to prepare the public mind for taking the necessary prépar- 
atory measures for the future tntroduction of a system of laws, for 
the gradual abolition of slavery, as those ¢ degraded pocple may be 
prepared for the enjoy ment of civil liberty. 

lu the prosecution of theee orjects they hope everto exercise 
condour aud forbearance. ‘* Lettieg their moderation be known 
toallmen.” Being fully aware that an opposite course migiit w- 
crease, but could never lessea the evilsthey wouldremedy Such 
is their confidence iu %e candour, the benevolence and the good - 
sense of the great mass of their fellow citizens, that they feel 
couvinced that nothing more is pecessary, in order to secure their 
approbation aud support, in any twneasure that may be conducive 
to (he tuterests of our covatry, the happiness of individuals or to 
_ the cause of humanity, than merely to convince them, that those 
measures are good and nece asary. And they are no tess confi- 
dent, that a system of absolute, ine oluntary & hereditary slavery, 
may be demonsirated to be a national, an individual and a morad 
evii— Hostile to the spirit of our governmént, ruinous to the pros- 
pertiy of the nation, destructive of social happiness and subver~ 
eve of the great principles of morality. Tiese are objects hows 
ever, on which there exists a diversity of opinion. Hence the nee 

ceésity of inquiry ‘and investigation. And bence their columng 
will always be open for the insertion of eandid, hberal and tem= 
perate communications on both sides of the question. | 

There is evidently a want of light on the subject. We fing 
mulitudes of Slave holders inthe western and southern States, 
who could not without a flagrant violation of charity, be regarded 
in any other light than as the children of God, born of his spirit 
and heirs of his grace, who nevertheless in their treatment of 
tlicir slaves, are led by the example of the multitude around theny 
who have no fear of God before their eyes. 

From their infancy have they been accustomed to see the 
Blacks held ia hondage, without any attention being paid to their 
spiritnal interests— without any effortto teach them to read the 
word of God, whick is able to make them wise unto salvation, 
vid they have perhaps never heard the propriety of such a course 
of treatment called into question. Tf they feed and clothe their 
acivants well, they seem disposed to take some merit to theme 
gclves, as using them so much better than they are used by mule 
titudes ofothers. 

The Christian world, at this moment, feems with publications 
devoted to the advancement of the Redeemers kingdom among 
the beathen in heathen lands. Bible and Missionary Societies 
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* Those two great instruments” as they have been ealled, “ In 
the band of the Head of the Church by which the work of en- 
lightening the dark corners of the earth ia to be effected,” receive 
ample aitention. We are informed of all the minutia of ‘their 

operations,and of the happy effects, which in many instances, have 
been produced through their instrumentality. 

Our hearts are aiso often cheered by aceounts of the out pour- 
ing of the Spirit in our own happy land; and Christians are ex- 
horted and encouraged to rally around the Standard of the cross 
—to become fellow labourers in the great and splendid work of 
evangelizing the-world and bringing about the glorious millennial 
era when ** Righteousness shall cover the earth asthe waters de 
the sea.” : 

Almost every part of Christian duty, eemprehended under the 
general heads of piety te God, and benevelence to man, has been 
explained, illustrated and enforced. Yet strange as it may seem, 
ecarcel, a’word is ever heard about the degraded, oppressed and 
perishing conditionof TWO MILLIONS of our fellow creatures, 
who are found scattered through our country, our neighbourhoods 
and in ovr houses. Noone seems to care for their Souls. No 
‘one condescends to plead their cause and to call the attention 
of Christains and others, to the duties which they owe to the sable 
sons of Africa. 

Is it so, that the tender charities of our nature are , all exhausted 
jn caring for the heathen whom we have never seen, so that We 
ean with the most perfect apathy, behold those immortal beings, 
invelloped jn the darkness of ignorance, sinking under the weight 
of their gurlt down to the bottomless pit. ? 

No, we;are pursauded that such is not the fact, and that no- 
thing more is necessary in order to excite a proper sulicitude, and 
eorresponding exertions on this subject, than simply to state it in 
all its length and breadth. Because such 1s the constitution of our 
mature, that we mechanically fall into habits and practices from 
the influence of example, without investigating or even thinking 
ef their propriety or impropriety. 

Such is the prejudice that exists in the minds of multitudes a- 

ainst the indiscriminate emancipation of slaves, that it would be 
very difficult, if not impossible, inthe ordinary way, to secure 
patronage to a work professedly devoted to the interests of liberty. 
_ This must form the editor’s apology, for sending his paper tose 
many of his friends, and the friends of humanity without first soli- 
citing their patronage. He feels a strong confidence that the name 
ef his paper would not unfrequently, excite opposition, when the 
thing itself, if examined, would secure decided approbation. Af- 
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fi ctionately there! ore, does he invite all those to whom it i di a 
yi cled, {0 give I, 80 Fa es they may bave opportunity, an imp: 
tieMrending, If they approve the olject, they will doubtless not 
faiiio patronize and enevvrage it. Pf, on the contrary, i should 
netrmect their approbation, they will have the goodness ta encios@ 
t.. number in a piece of paper as they found it, ead Gireet af 
biuek to rhe ediior. 

We close ous remarks by observing that jud ciovs and well 
Written pieces for pul bheetion in the tet Higencer, will etall times 
be grarefolly rece is ead, as will aleo the minutes and other ia) pos» 
Poms ULCUTCulS ai . Abcliti lice and Manunsi8sien Sucieties. 


~ 


ee meee ET) CTP 
Tiik OLOGIS?.. 
ve writer who hss to sppear in the character of an apolse 
gist, wiwajs appears under circ umgte nees- exiiciely disadvane 
togeous.. Aweve that the minds oF r his readers are sirongly pre 
jedieed against bi m, and thar uwill be terpossible to muke any 
Sethe Bn impre Ssicn uy oY tine iit vot these picjudiees ate FremMoQe 
ved, he feels an ersbarrassment under which nocbing but a cone 
Vicon of the jusiness and importeuce ef his cause can support 
him. Such precisels ore the etrenmetonces under which the 

writer of ttig ar jecis bimaseli ig be now placed 

Wochou: presuming to impeach eiber the canduur or the bee 
re vuleace ¢ ethics fellawe citizens, he may surely say wiih truth 
that the very name of the society, in whose behalf this humble: 
apology is attempted, excites in the minds of multitudes’ min- 
gied emotions of enmity and contempt. Uvfirtunately for them, 
an almest waiversal prejudice has been, by some mesns or other 
excited against tiem. Theie names are cast out as evil, their 
association ascribed to the worst of motives ard all their efforts 
re presented as tending to overturn the established order of s: ciety, 
sad coniraveve the mterests of its best members: while fer the 
niost part, those who are most rancourous and intolerant in their 
Opposition areas ignorant of the great object of the Association, 
us were the mob at Ephesus of the cause of their coming togeth- 
er when with unmeaning clamour they vocifferated for the space 
£ three hours “Greatis Diana of the E phesians.” 


+ 


Such persons are surcly not awere that the cause of emanci- 
pation is at once, the cause of religion and the cause of humanity, 
nd that i has cou sequently enlisted the names and the affece 
| mt the talents and the influence, of the greatest and best of 
rn woth inthe last and present age. They have never heard 
thet “ names ofa Fraukliz, a Rush and a Boudenot, in Amerte 


2 
«. 
€ 
e' 













(5) 


tea, of a Wilbeforee, a Sharpe anda Clarkson in England, and 
ot a De La Fasette aad a Brissot ia France, are fouad envied 
as members ia the Archives of the Ainetican Couveation ter 
prowoin, the Abolition of Slavery. 

Have ite patriotism, the benevolence, or the policy of those 
Sazes gad beroes ever been called i. question ? And can there 
te: any thing disgraceful jn being assuciaied ip the same couse 
with such charac‘ers? 

, Bat the Abolition Society of Kentucky do not rest the Justness 
of th ir cause on the authority of great names. They are very 
wel aware, that ifthe caus be essentially bad, the sanction of 
great nates can never make tt gaood—they thercfore invite in- 
Vostigation, thet it may stand or fail on its own merits, 

b Neda semi here present themseives, on the arswers of 
which wil depend, in the eatimation ofan enlightened and jue 
dicivus public, the merits of this society. The first 1s— 

Does the ss ate of this zs mM iis COUnL ry require the existance 
pad imery osition of such a society ? 

I he sock ty ocgeu.zed upon proper principles, and judi- 
ei ul nducied? 

aiswee tothe first question Is, we apnreliend, easy. 
There ; ee. donyiis es, hut few who feel die sposed 10 stand forth 
as the advocates and defenders of the prinerple of slavery, ta on 
woqoalifiet sease. View in tts naked end native dsformur, 
The spint of despotism ariied with power! Behold it in its 
march of violence, not only trample vathe righis end svorung 
with the liberties of those whom God created freee; bur alse 
claiming the right of binding their offspring, ia the most galling 
fetters down to the latest posterity ! See ian epsiaving bis fei- 
low man! Tho’ they have both sprung froay the seme orignal 
stock—inherit the same passions, frehogs and aftetions, aud 
are, by nature, entitled to the same rights aad privileges; yet wich 
unblushing audacity, is the one seen buying end selling the other, 
as be would an ox or an ass. And so Kepeless and remediless 
is the condition of the slave, that his daring to essest his right 
to liberty, is a crime of such magnitude atid malignity, as can be 
blotted out only by his biood—wiile, ander the insulis and ina- 
jurics of an unfeeling master, bis complaints are caiied mutiay 
and bis silence obstinacy. | 

We do not bold this up a8 a correct picture of slavery as it 
exists among us. No, the rigour of oppression has broken the 
proud spirit of the man and transformed bim into the obscquious 
slave. The mag'c power of habithas in some degree recon- 
gtied him to bis lot, while the impossibility of eyer escaping ike 
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chains with which he is bound, has produced a cheerful resignae 
tion. : , 3 

On the other hand, we rejoice in being able to state from ac- 
tual observation, that such is the humanity of a great many mas- 
ters, thatthe condition of their slaves is, not only tolerable, but 
even comfortable—much more comfortable, as it respects the 
necessaries and conveniences of life, than is the condition of 
multitudes of the poorer class of white people. But sull they 
are slaves—A degraded and oppressed people, who are indebted 
for their comforts end enjoyments, not to the spirit of our laws, 
nor to the wisdom of our institutions, but to the humanity of there 
masters. .Just observe then the precarious tenure, by which 
they hold their enjoyment. The humane master may, in an 
hour be removed by death; and who knows whether his succes- 
sor ‘‘will be a wise man or a fool” —whether he will exercise bue 
manity towards his slaves, or, in order, either to gratify his cap- 
rice or support hisextravaganee consign them over to the mer- 
ciless slave driver, who can without the slightest emotien, violate 
all the fine sensibilities of our nature, by separating forever the 
husband and wife, the parent and child. “You now see these 
miserable, unoflending mortals dragged from all the heart holds 
dear, under the dark and soul chilling prospect of remaining, 
they and their offspring, in a state of absolute aud perpetual sla- 
yery. 

Now we ask, is this sanctioned by religion? No, the benign 
end heaven born religion of our favoured land, gives no counte- 
nance to such conduct; on the contrary it teaches its votaries te 
“put on bowels of mercy,” and ‘ to do unto others as they would 
that others should do unto them It would be but insulting the 
understanding of an enlightened public, to ask if humanity sane- 
tions it. Anditmust be equally obvious that sound policy for- 
bide it; because, if the Almighty, the habitation of whose throne 
is justice and judgment, exercise an overruleing providence ia 
the affairs of nations and ef individuals, that will never be found 
politic which is unjust ; ner that conducive to man’s happiness, 
which is contrary (4 the will of him, who is both the source and 
the giver of happiness. 

li then slavery be in principle contrary to religion, te hu- 
manity end to sound policy, it must be an evil that ought to be 
remedied. And moreover it should be recollected, that it is'a 
growing evil. Were things to continue stationary as they now 
are, the prospect would not be so gloomy. But this is not to be 
expected. Likethe Israelites in their Egyptian bondage, the 
more the Alricans are oppressed the more they increase. 
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The entire population of the slave holding statesis found by 
the late census to fall a little short of four millions and a half. 
Of these nearly on- million and a ball are slaves, that is about 
Qne third part of the whole population. 

While the contioual labor aud activity of the slave nerves bim 
With sirength and vigour, and is consequently favorable to the 
rapid multipircation of his species by procreation; the indolence 
and dissipation of those, woo are, by his labours relieved from the 
toils and drudgery of life, as certainly produce effeminacy aod 
debility. Hence it is no uncommon thing iv the southern states, 
to see swarms of black children pouring out of every negro but, 
while the stately edifice of the luxuriant master, 1s but seldom 
Cheered by the nocent gambols of his little prattlers. All bis 
hopes for the perpetuation of his name, aud for an inheritor of his 
princely possessivos, center InOne or two puny, sickly children. 

It may be alledged, that all the white whabitants of Slave- 
holding states are not slave huiders, and that, cons: quently, there 
increase by procreation is not retarded by that cause. ‘This is 
partly true and partly not true = fi is gracted, that all the white 
population tn slave holding states are not slave holders, but it 
is undeoiable, that in those states, where slavery is found to ex- 
ist toa great extent, it has an influence, not much less volriend- 
ly tothe increase of population on the Jower, than on the bigher 
classes of sociesy. Ju the firet place, it brings into disrepute 
and contempt manual labour; whereby, thousands are prevented 
from engaging in those occupations, by which a comfortable 
livelihood might be obtained, and resort either co the precarious 
issue of traffic, or to unlawful courses for a sup port. ‘This pre- 
vents their forming matrimonial connections, and is conse quently 
vafriendly to the increase of population. In the second place, 

the poor man finds it very difficult to get employment and a con- 

pensation for bis labours, in the midst of slaves; because the rich 
find it much cheaperto have their business done by several 
hands: Hence poverty and wretchedness mark bim out as their 
victim. Need we be surprised, that under such circumstan- 
ces, he is vot in haste to marry, or that after such connection 1s 
formed, ‘this wife ts not found as a fruitful yine, and his chil- 
dreu as Olive plants around his table.” 

No, it isto the middie class of society “the happy me- 
dium” between these two extremes, that we are to look for nu- 
merous families of healthy, robust and sprightly children: but 
the slave holding svstem bas a direct tendency to abolish tira 
middle class, and cons: quently, to impede the. increase of the 
white population by procreation. | 
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fam very well aware, that multitudes, who have eontemplae 
ted slavery only in its incipient stages, will regard this preture 
as distorted. They have never witnessed these ‘direful results” 
on either the higher or the lower classes of society. 

But it should be recollected, that the picture which we have 
given, was taken, not from the feeble and harmless i fancy, but 
from the full growa maturity of the mouster—As it is found te 
exist in the lower parts of Virginia, in some parts of most of the 
Southern States, and in the West Indies; and as it wil vitimate- 
ly be found to exist in this and al! the other slave holding states, 
unleas some correction be applied. Nor can the period, judge 


ee) 
ing from its hitherto rapid and unvatura! growth, be very far dis- 


fant. 

In the year 1800 there were but about 40,000 slaves tn Ken- 
tucky—In the year 1820, they were found to have increased to 
the enormous sum of 126,732. 

But, if doubt still remains as to the fact, that the slave popu- 
lalion is rapidly gaining on the white, -let us refer to authentic 
documents on ‘the subject. In consequence of the continnal 
stream of emigration to the south and west, it is impossible te. 
give any thing like an accurate statement of the comparative in- 
crease of the whites and blacks in any individual slave holding 
state. The statement, however, that we are able to give, will 
he sufficient for our purpose. 

Our calculations, plain and simple, that may be made by ev- © 
ery person who understands the first rules of Arithmetic, are 
founded on the census of the U. States, asreturned in tbe yeara 
1800 and 1820. 

Laws for the gradual emancipation of slaves having been for 


some time in operation in Maryland, we commence our calcula- 
tions with 


| 
VIRGINIA. | N. CAROLINA. 


The number ot free The number of free 
whites in 1800 was 518,674 | whites in 1800 was 337.866 
In 1820 it was 602,974 | In 1820 it was 419,200 


Giving an increase during that | Giving an increase of 24 and a 
period of 15 and a fraction per | fraction per cent. 





centum. | The number of slaves 
The number of slaves | in 1800 was 133.196 
in 1800 was 346,964 | In 1820 it was 205,017 
Jo 1820 it was 425,135 | Giving an increase of 53 and 


Giving an increase during the | a fraction per cent. 
same period of 22 percent. | 7 














S$. CAROLINA. 
The number of iree 
whitesin 1800 was 196.255 
In 1820 it was 237,640 
Giving av increase of 21 per 
cent, 
The number of slaves 
in 1800 was 146,15! 
Tn 1820 it was 243.475 
Giving an increase of 76 per 
cent. 
GEORGIA. 
The number of free 
whites in 1800 was 101 068 
Tn 1820 it was 189.566 
Giving an increase of 87 per 
cent. 
The number of slayes 
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TENNESSEE. 
The number of tree 
whites in 1XOO 91.7C% 
Iu 1820 it was $59,227 
Giving an increase of 2UU Lere 
ce. 
The number of elaves 
in 1800) was 12.584 
In 1820 at was $6 ivT 
Giving ap increase of 459 p<e 
cent, 
KENTUCKY. 
The wumber of {ree 
whites in [800 was 179 875 
In 1820 tt was 434.044 
Giving aa increase of 14t per 
cent, 
The number of slaves 





in 1800 was 059,699 | in 1800 was .. -$0.34§9 
In 1820 it was = -149,656 | In 1820 it wae P2572 
Giving an iwcrease of 150 per | Giving anincrease of 214 pes 
cent. cent. 





The six states, Virginia, N. Carolina, S. Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky taken all together, give an increase of 
White population in the 20 years, viz : from 1800 to 1820 of 55 
perceat. The same states, in the same time give on sucrease ef 
alave population of 67 per cent. 

The slave population will, consequently, double in thirty 
years; butit will take the whites nearly forty years to do the 
same. It may be said that the excess of increase tn the slave popu- 
lation, is attributable to the importation of slaves from Atrica. 
But when it is recollected that this imporistien to the U. States 
ceased in 1807, and that a species of internal slave trede has 
been ever since actively carried ov, from the six siates shove 
named,to the states of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana aod Mis- 
aouri, it must be granted, that the excess te uadier, rather tham 
ever, what actually takes place by precreation. Ht should 
be recollected, also, that there is in those siutes, a prette numer- 
ous black population, who are free, and copsegueni}s, not inclue 
ded in the foregoing calculation. In South Carolina, the whole 
black population at present exceeds the white 33.941. In the 
state of Louisiana, the black population is 4.673 more numerous 


than the white. Ia Virgina, the black population is to the white 
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as 4} istoG. In Georgia and Mississippi, it approaches still 
pesrer to equality. | 

Thus we see the black population making rapid strides in the 
pores section of the United States, toward an equality wiih 

ve whites; and the period is nut very far distant, woen it will 
not only «qual, but surpass it. And when we carry our calcu- 
lations a fw centuries forward, the most appailing results obe 
tru le themselves upon the imagination. 

The causes producing this difference in the increase of the 
slave population by procreation, still continuing to operate, the 
d ‘furcuce must also inérease with a constantly accelerating mo- 
tion. Presently, there will be found two blacks for one white 
—Nay ten for one; and can ang man in his sober senses, sup- 
pose that ten men, however loaded with whips and arms caa 
keep in the most galling and abject slavery one hundred men, 
vastly more robust and vigorous than themselves? Impossible ! 
“Tread on a worm and it wil turn’? ‘The factis, they must and 
will sce the disparity in physical power—They will assert theig 
rights; and what willbe the consequence? One of two things 
must ultimately take place, either the black population will be- 
come lords of the soil throughout the slave holding sta'es, or, the 
inhabitants of the free states must rescue their brethren out of 
the hands of theie infuriated slaves. In either case all the hers 
rors of a servile war, rapine, devastation, blood and carnage nust 
verrou and desolate this now bappy land. 

Shail we, because we apprehend that this evil will not over- 
take ourselves, sit still and calmly, nay complaicently contem- 

late this scene of horror, which must be acted by our posterity ? 
{we can, let us no longer boast of our patriotism, or of the soft 
and tender emotion of pat raal affection.’ Our thirst for sordid 
wealth, and our love for self indulgence, must have stifled every 
tender and noble disposition of the.soul and have sunk us in the 
acale of moral feeling below the ferocious savage of the wilderness. 

Do sou tell we that you are as unwilling to see such calamities 
befall our conntvy, and involve in ruin our posterity as [ can be; 
bu’ that you trust Divine Providence will avert such ‘dread. 
ful consequences and open some way for the removal of this great 
nationalevt! 2? With you [ catch at this ray of hope, whic al- 
lays my fears and sooths my heart to peace. ft should be ree 
membered however, that Divine Providence works by ‘the ine 
sirunentality of means, and it would be something worse thaa 
presumption, it would be tempting the Almighty to sit down it 
indolent supineness, expecting all to be effected by miracle. 

Do we wot fiud all the great changes aud revolutions that haye — 
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taken place in the moral, as well as in the natural world, te have 
been effected by the agency of man? In the same. way precise- 
ly are we to expect deliverance from the great and growiug evil 
under consideration. But who are to go forward iw this work ? 
Those whe are convinced of the evil and alarmed at the danger. 
And how are they-to- proceed ! ? By forming associations, that 
their efforts and energies may thus be united and rendered im 
some degree efficient—And by pursuing such course, as seems 
most likely to prepare the public mind for the gradual emanci, a- 
tion of the degraded sons of Africa. Because experience proves 
that that is ihe most effectual way to check their! iucrease, as fice 
blacks do not multiply halfso fast as slaves. 

And this, be it observed, is precisely what has been attempted 
by the Kentucky Aboition Societv. Are we not then prepared 
to answer the first query in the affirmative—viz : that the s1al@ 
of things in this country does require the existance and inte: pvaic 
tion of such a society. 

The secoud query will be attended to bereafter. 


SPELLED Pd SS 
The Missionary Magazine. 


This department of our paper tho’ principally, will not be ex- 
glusively devoted tothe subject of missions. Revivals of religion, 
interesting biography, instructive religious auecdotes &c. Will ce 
casionally find a place. 

A very brief history of the missionary estublishments that are 
pow in operation will be given; that our readers, having been 


g 
made acquainted with the origin and something of the progress of 


those several establishments, may feel a greater ii eres a 
they otherwise would in the details of their oper: bal ues 
be given. 

The most approved religious publications, be!onz e 
several denominations of christians within the U. Stites, wis be 


taken for the purpose of procuring matter for the Magaz 
A BRIEF SKETCK OF THE HISTORY OF MISSIONS. 
INTRODUCTION. 


We will not insult,either the intelligence or the feelings of those 
for whom this “Brief Sketch of the history of Missions” is inten- 
ded by attempting to prove the fallen, deprayed nature of mau; Lis 
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ignorance of God & consequently of the means of happiness, until 
enlightened by the Gospel. Nor will we attempt, tn this place, 
to prove that it is the duty of Christians to send the Gospel to 
the Heathen. — [t will be sufficient for our purpose to make a 
aimple statement of the situation of the world as it respects «@ 
kuowledg-of the way of salvation through the son of God. 

This we deem necessary for the purpose of exciting, in the 
minds of our readers, an interest in some measure correspondent 
with the importance of the subject. 

According to the most approved calculations, the world we in- 
habit, is supposed to contain eight hundred millions of inhabitante, 
Ot these, s:x hundred millions are supposed to be either envel- 
oped in heathenish darkness, or infatuated by Mahomitan delu- 
gion. Behold then thisimmense multitude of rational and im- 
mortal beings groping their way through thick darkness down te 
the regions of eternal death—having none to warn them of theis 
danger and direct them to the outstretched arms of merey—with- 
out God and without hope in the world! {Is not this spectacle 
sufficient to arouse into action all the energies of the Christiag 
Church; and to unite all christians, notwithstanding the diversi- 
ty of opinion that exists among them on speculative points, in one 
grand effort to rescue from perdition some of their fellow beings, 
of whom 54,794 are daily launching the gulph of eternity, with- 
outa friend or pilot to direct them to the Aaven of eternal 
rest. 

This awful, heart rending picture, has induced numbers to en- 
gage in the benign work of attempting to evangelize the heathen. 


Since the reformation numerous Missionary associations have 


been formed, and great and rigorous exertions have been made, 
both by those public bodies and by benevolent individuals. It 
would, doubtless, be interesting to the pious mind, to contem- 
plate those exertions in detail; bat in our brief sketch* we must 
corfive ourselves to a few prominent facts recorded of the most 
important of those Missionary establishments that are still in Op- 
eration. 





*This sketch is principally taken from Dr. Brown’s History of 
Missions, and is indeed little other than an abridgement of that 
excellent work on the several articles noticed. As this work is 
foiind in but-few hands ip the western country, it will be interes- 
ting from its novelty as well as from its excellence, to most of 
@ic readers. And we doubt not but that many who have oncg 
read it will feel themselves amply repaid for a second 
perusal. 
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2 As the first in the order of time, we commence with the Dew 
gish Mission on the Coromancel coast in the kasi ludies. 





PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIANITY BY THE DANES, 

Soon after the commencement of the eighiernth ceatury, 
Frederick the fourth, king of Denmark, in couscquence of the 
yecommendation of the Rev’d Dr. Lutkins, one of tis chaplain 8, 
vesolved to make an attempt for the couversion of the Heaiien oa 
the coast of Coromandel in the East Indies. 

Having engaged with this view Bartholomew Ziegenbalg and 
Heury Plutcbo, two young men educated for the munistry, th ey 
embarked at Copenhagen io November, 1705, and attived in 
July, 1706, at Tranquebiar, the principal town beleuging to ike 
Danes w that quarter of the world. 

In commencing their labours smong the heathen the mission- 
aries were anxious to lose no time. As a barbarous kind “a 
Portuguese was spoken and understood by great numbers of th 
natives, they had began to learn. that language in the coume of 
the voyage, and so rapid was their progress that in less thar 
four months after their arrival they were able to carry on a caie- 
Shetical exercise in it. 

Encouraged by their proficieney in the Portuguese they di- 
yected their attention to the Tamulian, the vernacular language 
of the country; but here they had greater difficulties to encoun- 
ter; having neither Grammar nor Dictionary. After tryiwg ie 
vain a number of means they placed themselves under the tuitioa 
of a native schoolmaster. They soon learned to write the letters 
with their fingers in the sand, but as the schoolmaster did not un- 
derstand Portuguese he could give them no explanation of the 
words which. they thus traced. Having heard, however of a 
Malabrian, who, besides his mother tongue understood several of 
the languages of Europe, they employed him. Buton this ac- 
count he was grievously persecuted by his pagan countrymen and 
was at length carried captive to Tanjore where he was put io i- 
sors and thrown into Prison. 

With these slender helps, Zeigenbalg, in tbe short period o 
eight months made such progress in the Tamulian language that he 
was able not only to read end write it, but come to speak and un- 
derstand it. For three years he read almost nothing but Malabar 
books, he mingled freely with the natives, and laboured to acquire 
the pronunciation both of the learned and volgar dialect. In 
elegance of style he quickly exceled many of the Brahmans them- 
selves, and it is said spoke the language as fluently as if he bad 
been bora and educated :a the country. 
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Amidst their various preparations for future labour, the Mise 
Biovaries neglected HO Oppor units of present usefulness. Besides 
preacfing on the Saboaih to the Germans settled at Tranquebar 
god holding meetings inrougo the week, they soon after their ar- 
rival josittuced a smait charity school for the purpose of educating, 
clothing and supporting as many poor children as they were able 
gut of their own salaries, : 

The missionaries however soon found, that the conversion of 
the natives would be attended with difficulties which to the eve of 
Sense apyorared perk Cily insurmountable. Mauy persons in En- 
rope. had pronounced the attempt rash and foolish, at Tranquebar 
it was considered as absurd and impracticable. Besides meet- 
ing with maay powerful obstacles from the natural prejudices of 
education m the natives, the freghiiul consequences of the loss 
ef cast, and the scandalous lives of Christians, the missionaries 
experienced the most determined opposition from the Europeans 
who were resent in the country. The hostility they displayed was 
not only keew but of long continuaace; nor was all the auibority 
@i the king of Denmark able for some years to suppress it. 

But notwithstanding those various obstacles it was not long be- 
fore the missionaries beheld their exertions crowned with success. 
In May 1707 they had the pleasure of baptising no fewer thar 
fice of the natives asthe first fruits of their labours among the 
Eleathen. Having now the begining of a Christian Caourch they 
proposed to erect a Chapel for public worship. But the pecun- 
jary aid which they expected from Kurope failed them, precisely 
at the moment they had the greatest need of it. A ship had late- 
ly arrived from Deomark but brought them neither letters nor 
supplies. Notwithstanding this circumstance however they be- 
gan the building with what little money they had remaining of 
their salaries | 

Many laughed at their temerity and held them up to ridicule, 
bat others applauded their zeal and even afforded them pecuniary 
masistance. Inthe short space of two months from the laying the 
foundation the building was completed and consecrated by the 
name of the new Jerusalem church. 

Having now achapel of their own they instituted public wor- 
shipin Tamel and Portuguese agreeable to the form prescribed 
in the Itturgy of the Danish Church. 

Amida variety of difficulties and discouragement on one hand, 
and (littering prospects and partial success on the other; this mis- 
gion has moved on in its landable efforts to diffuse the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of Godin these ** dark corncrs of the earth 
that are filled with the habitations of cruelty.” More than a cea- 
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tury has now elapsed since its establishment, and by the blessing 
of the Great Head of the church on the labours of bis servants, if 
numbers about fifty thousand souls, consisting of persons ef all 
the different casts who have been brought out oj darkness into the 
marvelous hght, and troos the power of satan to seekgnd serve the 
living and true God 

Of the present sumber of converts belonging to th's mission we 
possess no certain information. 

The most distinguished names of missionaries who have la- 
boured in this field are Zeigenbalg, Grundler, Schulize. Swar'z, 
Jon and Kothotf. The education of youth seems to have occu- 
pied much of the attention of this missionin every stage of its 
progress and although the present state of vital prety appears dis- 
Courageing, yet much good may be expected from the knowl dge 
ef the scriptures that is diffused among all classes of people. 


SUMMARY OF RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Noting can be more delightful to the pious mind than te 
¢ontemplate the mighty exertions which are making in every part 
of the Christain world for the spread of gospel truth and beliness, 
As if impelled by one common impulse, the various devomina- 


tions throughout Christendom are collecting their forces and are’ 


ranging them under the Captain of their salvation, evincing a de- 
termination never to ground their arms until the strong holds of 
Satan shall be demolished. This is no time, therefore for inac- 
tion. To be indifferent at such a time of general and g rerous 
movement, manifests an appathy of soul at once disgraceful and 
criminal. [f those who are not on the Lord’s side are against 
Him, and ifno man can speak lightly of Jesus who performs a 
miracle in his name, then certainly we ought to rejoice in the la~ 
bours and success of all those who evince she smallest attachment 
to His cause; because Christ is preached we do rem, yea, and 
will rejoice. 

While we confess ourselves most cordially attached to our own 
Chuch, and that from a choice made upon mature delib- 
eration we cannot suff+r that contraction of heart which 
shuts up the avenues of the soal against receiving an accession of 
joy from witnessing the happy results of the evangelical efforts of 
ethers. And while some are indulging a splenetic disposition by 
enarling at every thing not coined iv their own mint, ard not 
bearing the image and superscription of their own party; and 
while others are wasting their time and strength with shooting 
their venom at those whose eleyation bids defiance to their maley- 
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B'ence ; we will enioy the unmolested satisfaction of participa 


ting in the joy of those brave souls who are gathering fiesb lau- 
rely by thetr intrepidity in the common warfare, and who are de- 
termined to die rather than yield ta the enem 

These thddghts bave bee: sugzested by seailiog the Various ac- 
gonnie of Bible and Missionary exertions in the different parts of 
@rclobe. ‘Phe first that we shall notice is, 

The Palestine Mission —The country of Palestine, where the 
ecient Jewish prophets received their inspiration, where Jesus 
Civist preformed bis wonders, pregened his doctrine, and died 
to aione for the sin of the world; where the first Christain soci- 
e‘y hed tts birth, and where the first heralds of salvation received 
their coummission to ponte? the resurrection of their Lord and 
Blister; but where alas! thick darkness has long since prevailed, 
even te be ter extivetion of the light of Christianity, by the 
savke ant clouds of mahometanism and Pag ganism; ever here is 
tise Oe of & besersinc gets 6 vere “leat, et boing through the 
Litisuit valtics of this once favored land. And should the pow- 
ec ofthe Tarkish empire be weakened and destroyed by the 
Russien and Persian Monarchis, might we not then anticipate the 
e <icn downfal of the religion of the Arabian prophet; and 


threugh tbe medium of Bible and Missionary societies, the esy 


eab!ighm: ‘ntof Christianity in tts place? Let us pray for this de- 
@rabiec event, while we use all the means in our power for its ac- 
SouIpit ishime ot. 





Wesleyon Afethodist Missionary Society. —The Missionary es- 
tablishimencs under the superintendance of this society are pr os- 
pering. In Burope, Lat Gibralter and 4 in France—5 mission- 
gries, LO4 members. lo Cevion and Continental [ndia there are 
223 nvasionacies eiplosed, and 363 members in society. Te 
W.w-Soutch-Wales, New-Zctand, and Friendly Islands, 8 mis- 
eoosries, asad 453 members. Ta Western and South-Africa, 
12 missionaries and 677 hogs 9 In West-Indies, 44 mis- 
gionaries, 23.857 members, 921 of whom are whites, & 22,936 
esioursd and blacks. be ee 10 missionaries, 744 mem- 
bers, In Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, 20 missionaries, and 
1872 meinbers. In New/oundiaud, 10 missionaries, and 966 
mewubers.— Total. Missionaries 1353— members 28,678. 





—— — Saal 








Tre Arouition Prreeerern aes : @ Missionary MaGazZing, 
as pi “tveleck ¢ every wher wees at SE 50 per annum, iD advance, $2 
iM siz qivuths, or £3 50 at the end of the year. 
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